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Seven weeks ago in Newport Beach an unacceptable act of intolerance occurred. On a 

Saturday night, there was a party with high school teenagers, and alcohol was involved. The kids 

aligned the red cups they were drinking from on a table to look like a swastika. They then took a 

picture next to the cups doing Nazi salutes and proceeded to post them on social media. This 

picture went viral, and the kids involved began to post negative comments about the Jewish 

community.  

Immediately, they began to receive hate from not only the Jewish community, but also 

from teenagers throughout Southern California. I am great friends with a few Jewish kids, and 

they were outraged with the event that took place. However, they did not react to the actions with 

violence because they knew that it would only make matters worse. 

The response from the event ended up being positive for the Jewish community, because 

more people became aware of the hatred that certain people show to them. Once the hatred was 

shown on such a massive level, the community came together to support the Jewish people in 

Southern California. Many people on social media expressed their appreciation for the Jewish 

people, and, in some cases, their hatred for the people involved.  

Many Rabbis responded by telling people not to react with hatred for the kids who were 

at the party. One Rabbi said on social media that we cannot “fight fire with fire,” and should 

instead be willing to forgive. The rabbis also responded to this act of hatred by inviting the 

intolerant kids to join them for discussions, which made people see the Jewish people as 

forgiving and kind.  

The people that had reacted with hatred towards the kids involved in the event then began 

to react with love towards the Jewish community. The Monday after the event occurred, an event 



was held at schools across Southern California that encouraged students to wear blue to support 

the Jewish community. Overall, the event greatly increased people’s tolerance for the Jewish 

people, especially in Southern California. 


