
 

Youth Voices Essay 

 The rights given to the citizens of America through the First Amendment create a unique 

environment where the people are able to express their thoughts freely without facing criminal 

punishment by the government. Because of this, hate speech is considered legal even though its 

content is highly controversial and can lead to a multitude of societal problems, including hate 

crime towards minority groups. To preserve the rights given by the First Amendment while 

maintaining a positive environment, regulation of hate speech can be found on a multitude of 

private institutions and platforms, like Facebook, Instagram, and private colleges. However, the 

debate whether the regulation of hate speech should be allowed on public, government-

sponsored institutions, such as public colleges, remains a big topic. Because of a multitude of 

factors, government-sponsored institutions should not regulate hate speech at public institutions 

because it would contradict the fundamental belief of freedom that America was founded on 

through violating the rights granted to the American citizens in the First Amendment. 

 To determine whether hate speech should be regulated at public institutions, a consensus 

must be reached to correctly identify what “hate speech” is and how it is protected by the 

Constitution; common ground must first be established in order to correctly argue for either side 

of the debate. According to the online Merriam-Webster dictionary, hate speech is defined as 

“speech expressing hatred of a particular group of people.”  

With this difficulty in mind, it becomes evident that institutions funded by government 

money should abide by the rights given to the American people through the First Amendment. It 

would be hypocritical for an institution that is run by the government to deny rights that are 

given to the American people by the federal government. Unfortunately, this seems to be the 

case, as “just over 90 percent of . . . public colleges maintain policies that don’t live up to their 



 

free speech obligations under the First Amendment,” according to Fire, an advocacy group for 

campus free speech. Thus, actions should be made to preserve the rights given by the founding 

fathers in government organizations by not regulating hate speech, while promoting a positive, 

respect-driven society at the same time. 

 Although hate speech should not be regulated by public institutions, there are still a 

multitude of ways by which a positive environment can exist in those public institutions. For 

instance, policies in public organizations can promote free speech and debate among those with 

controversial points of views. In other words, events can be held in public colleges to encourage 

peaceful and meaningful conversations and discussion about differing views and opinions about 

one another.  

In addition, the administration of public colleges can promote the idea of “openness”, a 

philosophical way of thinking which calls for a more accepting and understanding outlook on life 

in order to lessen bigotry and controversy, in regards to hate speech. 

 Being able to exercise the freedom of speech is paramount to preserve the unique sense 

of freedom that Americans have in their daily lives. The same ideal should be enforced in public 

institutions. It is crucial that the U.S. preserves the rights given by the First Amendment, 

specifically the right to free speech, in order to structure society on the same premises that the 

founding fathers established for the future of America.  

Robert M. O’Neil, in Free Speech in the College Community, writes “the fate of free 

speech on public campuses became increasingly important, considerably more controversial, and 

generally more supportive of openness.” Because of this, the promotion of free speech and 

peaceful debate about controversial points of views should take place in public institutions to 

combat the detrimental consequences that hate speech can potentially lead to. 
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